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Curriculum vitae: 

Name: Cornelis A. M. van Gestel 
Date of birth: 1956-03-27 
Place of birth: Gilze en Rijen, the Netherlands 
Position:  Associate Professor of Ecotoxicology  
 
Education: 
- Agricultural University, Wageningen, graduated (with distinction) 1981. 
 Main subjects: Soil Protection (study on the degradation and mobility of oil 

components in soil; environmental aspects of landfarming) 
 Microbiology (study on the nitrogen fixation by free-living cultures of Rhizobium 

spp.) 
-  Ph D graduation on the thesis "Earthworms in ecotoxicology", University of Utrecht, 

1991. 
 
Previous jobs: 
1981-1986: Scientific advisory work on the ecotoxicological risk assessment of 

pesticides (fate in soil and water, toxicity for birds, aquatic organisms, 
beneficial arthropods, soil organisms, etc.), Advisory Centre Toxicology, 
National Institute of Public Health and Environmental Protection, 
Bilthoven, the Netherlands. Also involved in the risk assessment of new 
and existing chemical substances.  

1986-1992: Head of the Department of Soil Ecotoxicology, National Institute of 
Public Health and the Environment, Bilthoven, the Netherlands 

 
Experiences: 
- Research on the toxicity of organic chemicals for earthworms and higher plants in 

relation to bioavailability in soil 
- Development of toxicity tests with oribatid mites and earthworms 
- Devepment of bioassays for the assessment of the ecological risk of polluted and 

decontaminated soils for earthworms, enchytraeids, higher plants and Collembola 
- Research on the development of QSARs for the toxicity of organic chemicals to 

earthworms, Collembola and higher plants 
- Research on the toxicity and bioaccumulation of heavy metals in earthworms, 

enchytraeids, Collembola and oribatid mites, in relation to soil properties and other 
biotic and abiotic variables. 

- Supervision of more than 20 Ph.D. students working on the toxicity and 
bioaccumulation of organic chemicals (pesticides, PAH, chlorobenzenes, 
pharmaceuticals) and heavy metals, single and in mixtures, in earthworms, 
Collembola, isopods, oribatid mites and higher plants, on mechanisms of metal 
tolerance in soil invertebrates (e.g. studies on the role of metal-binding proteins and 



the expression of genes responsible for the induction of such proteins), and on the 
toxicity of metals and organic chemicals to fish. 

- Senior lecturer in ecology and ecotoxicology, responsible for most of the education 
on ecotoxicology within the Vrije Universiteit, and several PhD courses on 
ecotoxicology and risk assessment within the Dutch Research School SENSE. 

- Lecturer in ecotoxicology and risk assessment in several international courses. 
- Partner in several European projects (FP6: NoMiracle, AquaTerra, OSIRIS; FP5: 

MIXTOX, TME; FP4: SECOFASE, BIOPRINT.) 
- Several advisory tasks, e.g. on the behaviour and side-effects of pesticides within the 

frame-work of the Dutch Pesticide Act, on the setting of standards for soil and water 
quality and on deriving criteria for soil clean-up urgency on the basis of 
ecotoxicological data, and within the frame-work of the Netherlands Health Council; 
member and vice-chair of the Dutch Advisory Group on Integrated Risk Assessment 
of chemicals. 

- Author or co-author of over 175 papers, books and book chapters. 
- Editor of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry and Applied Soil Ecology. 
- Member of the editorial boards of the journals Ecotoxicology, Ecotoxicology and 

Environmental Safety, and Environmental Pollution 
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